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SUBJ: THE ERENCH AND THE LANGUAGE ISSUE 

REE: MONTREAL 906 

1 . MINISTER LAURIN HAS BEEN GETTING HIS LUMPS EDITORIALLY IN THE 
FRANCOPHONE PRESS FOR HIS REJECTION OE THE LETTER FROM 326 PROMI- 
NENT QUEBECOIS (REFTEL). THE GENERAL THRUST IS THAT THOSE WHO DIS- 
AGREE WITH HIM SHOULD NOT BE SUBJECT TO SCURRILOUS ATTACKS ON 
THEIR MOTIVES; ONE CAN EIND THINGS WRONG WITH BILL ONE AND STILL 
BE A TRUE QUEBECOIS. ISSUES, NOT PERSONALITIES, SHOULD BE THE 
CONSIDERATION. 

2. ON THE EVE OF THE HEARINGS, CTV BROADCAST THROUGHOUT ITS 
ENGLISH NETWORK A PROGRAM DESIGNED TO SHOW THAT "ORDINARY" 
FRANCOPHONES ALSO EIND THINGS WRONG WITH THE BILL. PROGRAM WAS 
RE-BROADCAST THREE DAYS LATER. AFTER REVIEWING HISTORICAL 
DEVELOPMENT OE PROVINCE, PROGRAM FOCUSSED ON POLL OF 629 FRANCO- 
PHONES IN FIVE MAJOR CITIES, GIVING RESULTS IN MONTREAL/OUTSIDE 
MONTREAL TERMS. MOST IMPORTANT SPECIFICS WERE: 

(A) DO YOU APPROVE OF THE PQ GOVERNMENT'S HANDLING OF THE 
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LANGUAGE ISSUE? YES: MONTREAL, 49.2 0/0; OUTSIDE, 57.2 0/0. 

NO: MONTREAL, 34.2 0/0; OUTSIDE, 30.5 0/0. NO OPINION: MONTREAL, 

16.6 0/0; OUTSIDE, 12.3 0/0. REASON GIVEN EOR APPROVAL WAS 
PREDOMINANTLY THE "PRIMACY OF FRENCH" (70 0/0); REASONS EOR DIS- 
APPROVAL WERE MORE SCATTERED BUT 50 0/0 SAID THEY BELIEVED 
PARENTS SHOULD HAVE FREEDOM OE CHOICE OF SCHOOLING FOR THEIR 
CHILDREN. 
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(B) ON SPECIFIC QUESTION OF FREEDOM OF CHOICE FOR QUEBEC 
PARENTS, 63.9 0/0 OF MONTREALERS SAID YES; FIGURE ROSE TO 72.8 0/0 
OUTSIDE. RE CANADIAN PARENTS COMING FROM OTHER PROVINCES TO 
QUEBEC, THE FIGURES DROPPED TO 55.6 0/0 AND 58.5 0/0 RESPECTIVELY. 
HOWEVER, WITH REGARD TO IMMIGRANTS FROM OTHER COUNTRIES, ONLY 
35.8 0/0 OF MONTREALERS AND 50.3 0/0 OF OTHERS THOUGHT THERE SHOULD 
BE FREEDOM TO CHOOSE ENGLISH OR FRENCH SCHOOLS. (COMMENT: 
MINISTER LAURIN REJECTED THESE RESULTS: "THAT CANNOT BE TRUE OR 
ALL THREE PARTIES WOULD NOT THINK IT NECESSARY TO RESTRICT THIS 
CHOICE"; "WHAT THEY REALLY MEAN IS THAT THEY WANT THEIR 
CHILDREN TO LEARN ENGLISH AND WE WILL MAKE THAT AN IMPORTANT 
OBJECTIVE IN THE FRENCH SCHOOL SYSTEM.") 

(C) DO YOU FEEL THREATENED (I.E. AS A FRANCOPHONE IN A 
"DOMINANT" ANGLOPHONE MILIEU)? MONTREALERS: YES, 36.1 0/0; 

NO, 62.3 0/0. OUTSIDE: YES, 47.8 0/0; NO, 51.6 0/0. (COMMENT: 

THESE ARE PERHAPS THE MOST SURPRISING OF THE POLL STATISTICS, 
CONSIDERING THAT MONTREAL IS THE SEAT OF "ANGLOPHONE DOMINATION" 
OF THE ECONOMY.) 

(D) MAJOR CONCERNS WERE GIVEN BY MONTREALERS AS: 

LANGUAGE, UNEMPLOYMENT, ECONOMIC CONDITIONS. OUTSIDE, 
UNEMPLOYMENT TOOK PRECEDENCE OVER LANGUAGE; THE ECONOMY 
RETAINED THIRD PLACE. 

3. COMMENT: MINISTER LAURIN HAS BEEN CONSISTENTLY PLACID, 

INDEED HAS SEEMED TO ENJOY, ANGLOPHONE CRITICISM. HE HAS 
EQUALLY CONSISTENTLY LAPSED INTO INTEMPERATE LANGUAGE WHEN 
COUNTERED BY FRANCOPHONES. NO MATTER HOW MUCH HE WISHES IT 
HOWEVER, IT IS HIGHLY UNLIKELY THAT THE FACT, AND PUBLICIZING, 

OF FRANCOPHONE DISSENT WILL GO AWAY. THE RISK GROWS DAILY THAT 
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DR. LAURIN AND HIS BILL MAY DO AS MUCH TO DIVIDE THE FRANCOPHONES 
FROM EACH OTHER AS FROM THE ANGLOPHONES. 

HARPER 
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